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The Friends Meeting House

Corner %atchung end East Third Strest
Plainfield, Union County, New Jersey

Owner: Soclety of Friends

Date of Erection: 1788

Architect:

Builder:

Present Condition: Good

Number of Stories: One and balcony

Materials of Construction: Foundatlion - stone

Exterior walls - frame
construection, shingles

Inte-lor walls - walnacot
and plaster

Inside brick chimneys

Roof - plteh with slate,
original shingles

Higtorlecal Data:

The originzgl structure was bullt in 1788
upon plang which had been completed in 1787, The
meeting houge measured 38 by 48 feet. Three hundred
pounds was subscribed for 1its erection.
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Sevsersl changes have taken place
glnce it was originally built, About 1870
the southern portion wss destroyed by fire,
but it was restored Iin the astyle similer to
the unburned portilon,

In 1885 the center folding rartition
which separated the men and women was removeds.
The folding doors completely snclogsed an open
well on the balcony. These were closed in
winter weather. 3Seats arrenged in tiers formed
the balcony seating. When the folding partition
wada removed the sezts from the balcony were also
removed and the belcony today serves as a children's
classroom. At this time the center girder was also
removed, The original pews were slightly remcdelled
as to length, but remained otherwise unchanged.

Ten years ago a new basement snd heating
plant weres instaslled, and at the saeme time new
glazs and wood partitleons snclosing the stair wells
were erecited. ihen the new slate roof was put on,
the roof trusses were strangthened to carry the
increased load.

The origlnal wagon shed sllghtly re-
modelled is still in the yard c¢f the meeting
house,
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDIRGS SURVEY HABS No. HJ-$~142

DLﬁINFIHLD FRIEHDS! MENETING HOUSE

An addendum o
brleﬁus' Heeting House _
Hatchung avenue and fast Third Strect
Plainfield, Mew Jerscy

in HABS Catalog (1941)

ortheast corner Walchung Avenue and East
eet, Plainfield, Ualon Jounty, Hew Jersey.

Present Qumner The Scciety of Friends
and Qecunzng.

Present Use: Religicus services.
Brief Stetement A typical example of the simple Friendg'

of Siecnificance. meetinghouse in New Jorsey.

PARE I, HISTORICAL INFORMATTON

Physicel History
L. Original end subseguent owners. The Soclety of Friends,
B, Date of frection: 1788,

C. Ruilder, Suppliers, cte.: Menbas of the Sccievy.

D. Hotes on Alterabicrs and Acciticns: Sbairs o basement added
(eviginally the struchbure had only a cravl apace),
Remairs made at one end in 1E870's because of fire. In 1922
a glase roofl wag substituted for wooden rocling,
eeently o wing wog added Lo connect the meelbinghouse Lo the
funday Scheol (originally the cerviage housc).

. Spurces of Infermation: Morth Cerolifia State Jollegs,School
£%

G o
of Design. Ieport of David #, Veed, wludent architect, 1961,
bary IT, ANCHITHCTURLT, THiGhd [I100
;"-. . ’,‘1’{ di Q Ln., u\.ﬂ&,"
1. irehitectural character. 4 typlesl example of simple

Jueler avchitsciume.

2, Condivion of fepric: Good.



PLATNFISLD FRIZNDS' MERTING hOUS*?
HABS Mo. NJ 6142 (i”age ff?

Technical Dt seripthion ox Iyterior

1.

GVGT"ull dimensions: 48!1-1" x 34'-5%, {wo stories.

Foundations: Stond.

Wall construction: Wooden, graj~p¢1nte shingles
covering wooden frame.

Porches: OQOn the northwest side there 1s a-one-sioried,

flat-roofed porch with four, square posts with pscudo-

Doric (.a'j_').L Lavs,
Chimneys: Tvo interior chirmeys, one at eacl

Openlngs:

a. boocrs: Grey-palnted, weoden, vertical board doors.

b. Jindows and shutiers: Ground floor: ‘ooden,
double-~-hung saches, eight-over-twelve lights.
second floor: .coden, doubie-hung sashes,

cight-ovar-sight lights,
Exterior trim color: Dapk grecn,
Hand-blowvn glase in sach Tremes.

Solid, rother crude wooden shutters by all windows,

Root':
a. sShape, covering: Gable roof with slate shingles,
b. Cornice: Simple, wooden cornice with gutber molding.

Technical Description of Interior

1.

Fleor plans: ILarge, open, rectangular meebing room with
two, enclosed vegtibules (whish includc shairs) end a
second floor, throc-sided balcony.

Stalewaye: Two.  Simele, two-run gtelnvays,

vall end celling fiodsh. Plesteor and euposed woodsn
A
o

doors Joodon, verulesl Hosrd doors,
Teeting.  Originelly two fircplaces, which sre now plag-
tered, whose flues are used for the present furnace,
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PLATNFIELD FRL.HDS CWEETING HOUSE
HABS ¥o. T‘J~@-142 (Page B

b

neral sevting: Northeast corner of
azth v L and ¥abchung Avenue, facing southwest.
and slcn s slightly. he entire block, which now in-
ludes several public and commercial buildings, originally
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was ovmed by the ‘uakers,

Dutbuildings: Carriage house now converted into a
Sunday Schoel and connected with the meetinghouse.

Landscaping: Handom-placed Trees.

Prepared by John C. Poppeliers, Archibectural
Historian
National Park Service
November 1262.
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Plainfield's Friend's Meetinghouse HABS No, NJ-142
Watchung Avenue & Bast Third Street
Plainfield
Union County
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New Jersey NJ
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REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRANINGS

Historic American Buildings Survey
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Washington, D.C. 20240



